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ELEMENTARY GRADE REPORT GRADING ISSUES GUIDELINES
These guidelines are intended to provide district-wide consistency in our grading system. Our report card includes achievement grades and standards indicators. The basis of the achievement grade is the relative performance of a child in a given grade level measured against expected knowledge and skill acquisition common to that grade level. For example:
Grade of A:
90-100% or comparable rubric scores 
The quality of a student's work is consistently outstanding, and the student is mastering state and district standards for the grade level.
Grade of B:
80-89% or comparable rubric scores
The quality of a student's work is frequently above average, and the student is mastering state and district standards for the grade level.
Grade of C:
70-79% or comparable rubic scores
The quality of a student's work is generally satisfactory, and the student is making significant progress towards mastering state and district standards for the grade level.
Grade of D:			
60-69% or comparable rubic scores
The quality of a student's work is frequently below average, and the student is having difficulty with mastering state and district standards for the grade level.**
Grade of F:
50-59% or comparable rubric scores
The quality of a student's work is consistently unsatisfactory, and the student is not mastering state and district standards for the grade level.**
**For students working significantly below grade level, the interventions for the student's instructional level should be shared with parents.
 
It is expected that the instructional sequence follows the District Curriculum Maps and that components used to determine grades are representative of the performance objectives and concepts taught.  
 
Essential components in this evaluation process are acquired through academic performance in daily work, test scores and in-district assessment of grade level standards. Homework assignments are not included in a student's achievement grade but are considered opportunities for students to practice, review and apply knowledge. Homework enhances a student's ability to reach a level of expected proficiency for knowledge and skill acquisition appropriate to the student's instructional level. However, what is introduced/guided in the classroom and given additional time to complete at home may be graded and may count towards the student's achievement grade.
Kindergarten (Classic) will measure academic performance using the following standards for proficiency in Core Content areas:
Meets Standards
MS
80% - 100%
Progressing
P
70% - 79%
Area of Concern
AC
69% - Below
Meets Standard: The student consistently demonstrates understanding the grade level standard(s) for this grading period at a proficient level.
 
Progressing:  The student is developing understanding, but has not yet met the grade level standard(s) for this grading period.  
 
Area of Concern: The student is displaying difficulty in understanding the grade level standard(s) for this grading period.  
 
Not Assessed:  Student was not assessed on this standard during this grading period. 
 
Kindergarten (CTA) will measure academic performance using the following standards for proficiency in core content areas:
Excellent
E
90% - 100%
Satisfactory
S
75% - 89%
Improving
I
60% - 74%
Needs Improvement
N
59% - Below
Excellent: The student consistently demonstrates a high level of understanding the grade level standard(s) for this grading period.
 
Satisfactory: The student consistently demonstrates a proficient level of understanding grade level standard(s) for this grading period.
 
Improving: The student is developing understanding, but has not yet met the grade level standard(s) for this grading period.
 
Needs Improvement: The student consistently displays difficulty in understanding the grade level standard(s) for this grading period.
 
For students in grades one through six, the indication of whether a student is functioning on grade level would be made apparent through the achievement grades and the standards indicators. It is important to note that to ensure accurate and candid information to parents, a student's achievement grade should reflect grade level status as denoted below. 
All 1st-6th grade teachers will measure academic performance using the following standards of proficiency in core content areas:
Excellent
A
90% - 100%
Above Average
B
80% - 89%
Average
C
70% - 79%
Below Average
D
60% - 69%
Failing
F
59% - Below
STANDARDS INDICATORS (related to what is taught during current quarter)
 
It is required that standards indicators be assigned during the quarter designated per the district curriculum framework. All grade level standards for Math and ELA are in each student's Personal Learning Profile (PLP).*
 
Personalized Learning Plan (PLP)*
Each student who is enrolled at grade level in Infinite Campus will have standards for Math and English Language Arts “at grade level” in his or her PLP. The PLP should be communicated out each quarter. Students enrolled in our Gifted Program, CTA, and Accelerated Tracks, will have standards for Math and English Language Arts at the grade level above.
 
Above Grade Level
If a student's academic program is above grade level in one or more content areas, this is to be indicated in the comment section on the quarterly grade reports.
 
Students enrolled in our Gifted Program, CTA, and Accelerated Tracks are assigned the “next grade level” standards in their Personalized Learning Plan (PLP). A copy of the PLP should be attached to the report card and/or sent home prior to instruction.
 
Our grade report is a simplified standards based tool. Standards for both Math and English Language Arts are communicated in the PLP prior to instruction, and can also be accessed in the Parent Portal at any time during the course of instruction. The PLP not only contains the standards, but also indicates the pacing of instruction. It is recommended to print out the standards in the PLP prior to instruction and also attach a copy to the Grade Report. As parents become more comfortable with accessing the Parent Portal, they can be guided by the classroom teacher to their student's PLP online.
 
*It is important to note standards in the PLP are specific to the grade level the student is enrolled in. 
Multi-tiered System of Support/Interventions
 
Interventions are changes to type, frequency, and intensity of instruction focusing on the student's targeted area of weakness with the goal of improving learning and making adequate progress. Best practice is to use scientific, research-based instruction and intervention as they have been proven to be effective for most students. Teachers can chart the progress a student makes as interventions are being done to evaluate academic performance as well as the effectiveness of the intervention (progress monitoring).
 
·  An intervention is most effective when it is implemented consistently, with fidelity to its design, and at a sufficient level of intensity and duration.
·  Interventions must be timely and matched to the specific learning and behavioral needs of the student. If responsive and relevant interventions are not provided in a timely fashion, the student's needs are likely to intensify and become more complex.
 
Entering Grades and Printing Report
CUSD progress reporting and grading is intended to be on a continuous basis.  The Parent Portal will provide up-to-date progress monitoring. However, it is only as good as our consistency in entering grades.
 
*As a guide, Board Policy states an average of two (2) grades per week should be kept in the grade book for each core content area. 
Each teacher has independent access to print progress and/or grade reports at the end of each reporting period. 
GENERAL MUSIC, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, BAND AND ORCHESTRA
CONTENT:
Meets Standards
The student mastered most of the knowledge and skill areas assessed during the grading period.
Progressing
The student mastered some of the knowledge and skill areas assessed during the grading period and/or shows evidence of developing understanding or skill(s).
Area of Concern
The student was unable to master the knowledge and skill areas assessed during the grading period and/or shows little evidence of developing understanding or skill(s).
BEHAVIOR AND PARTICIPATION:
Excellent
The student consistently demonstrates willing and active participation and consistently applies the Behaviors That Promote Learning (BTPL) in the classroom.
Satisfactory
The student usually demonstrates willing and active participation and is usually consistent in the application of the BTPL in the classroom.
Needs Improvement
The student infrequently demonstrates willing and active participation and/or shows infrequent application of the BTPL in the classroom.
In Grades 1-6, General Music and Physical Education content, behavior and participation are reported at the end of each semester.
 
In Grades 5 and 6, Band and Orchestra content, behavior and participation indicators are reported at the end of each quarter.
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